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Cost of Living
The Dallas-Fort Worth region is one of the 
most affordable large metropolitan areas 
in the country. The low cost of living is 
a competitive advantage for companies 
as they seek to keep labor costs low and 
recruit the best workers. 

Employees in DFW enjoy a higher 
standard of living with lower housing 
costs as well as lower costs for groceries, 
transportation, and health care. The 
region’s relatively low housing prices—
about 50 percent lower than the average 
of other major metropolitan areas by 
population—provide a strong edge for 
companies that operate here to recruit 
talent.

New York Seattle San Diego San Francisco

Fort Worth

COMP.MISC.

-16.5%-0.7%

+11.7%

-12.1% -12.8% -1.1%

For example, 
housing costs 

in Dallas are 
55% lower 

than in Boston

For example, 
housing costs 

in Dallas are 
54% lower than 

in Seattle

GROCERIE S U T IL I T IE S HE A LT H 
C A RE

MISCEL L A NE OUS COMP OSI T EHOUSING T R A NSP OR TAT ION

MISC. COMP.

Boston 

-55%

-5% -4%

+9%

-17%
-25%

Chicago
+25%

-29%

-3%
0% 0%

-17%

Los Angeles

-29%

-59%

-11% -1%

-54%

+4%

-13%

-30%

-54%

-31%

-14%-12%

-23%

-81%

-10%

+9%

-66%

-18% -18%
-13%

+3%

-21%

-33%

LIVING & LIFESTYLE | COST OF LIVING

 San Francisco  (170.7)

 Los Angeles   (149.5)

 San Diego  (142.5)
 Phoenix  (102.2)

 Denver  (110.6)
 Kansas City (93.8)

 Philadephia  (101.7)

Atlanta  (98.6)  

 New York (Manhattan)  (226.5)

 Boston  (147.1)

   Miami  (117.3)

 Chicago  (113.7)

 Minneapolis   (93.6)

 Seattle  (145.1)

 Dallas   (102.3)

 Austin  (99.1)
 Houston  (94.3)

 San Antonio  (91.3)

 Washington, D.C.  (147.4)

 Charlotte (96.7)

Fort Worth  (94.1)  

C2ER Cost of Living Index
100=U.S. Average

If you lived in one 
of these cities 
and moved to 
Dallas, here’s how 
your cost of living 
would change.

Source: C2ER
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