D/FW Airport ranked among best in U.S. for on-time flights

The 2008 holiday travel season was a chore for most airline travelers, with a third of flights delayed as winter weather snarled operations at airports nationwide.

But North Texas travelers had it a bit easier, at least on this end. Dallas/Fort Worth Airport ranked second among large U.S. airports for on-time arrivals in December, according to FlightStats.com, which tracks airline and airport performance.

And Fort Worth-based American Airlines also ranked second among large airlines for on-time performance — the carrier’s best monthly showing of the year, with 68 percent of flights on time. Southwest Airlines, based in Dallas, ranked just behind American, with 67 percent of flights arriving on time.

Nationwide, however, "the peak holiday travel season was nothing less than abysmal," FlightStats said.

Overall, about 65 per- cent of flights arrived on time or within 15 minutes of the scheduled time. That’s down from about 73 per- cent in December 2007. More than 3 percent of flights were canceled during the month.

Hardest hit was the Newark, N.J., airport, where, because of weather and congested air traffic, just 51 percent of flights were on time. Airports in the Pacific Northwest also suffered amid winter storms, with 55 percent of flights on time at Seattle-Tacoma Airport.

Chicago O’Hare Airport also posted some of the worst numbers, with 55 percent of flights on time.

At D/FW, nearly 72 percent of flights were on time in December. Among large U.S. airports, only the one in Charlotte, N.C., did better, with 74 percent of flights arriving on time.

During Christmas week, the worst day for delays was Dec. 21, when more than 60 percent of flights were delayed.

Passenger traffic was also down substantially during the month. American reported that traffic declined 8 percent compared with December 2007. About 7.3 million passengers boarded American flights during the month, down from 7.9 million a year earlier.

Shares of AMR Corp. (ticker: AMR), American’s parent, rose 9 cents to close at $11.22 Monday.
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