TEXAS JOBS: 

DFW and Austin Magnets for High-Tech Talent

The Austin and Dallas–Fort Worth metros boast hightech

job concentrations substantially above the national average.
In 2006, these industries employed 11.2 percent of

private sector workers in Austin and 7.3 percent in Dallas–

Fort Worth, compared with 5.1 percent for the nation.

The Dallas–Fort Worth area’s 7,480 high-tech firms

employed 177,629 in 2006, based on American Electronics

Association categories. The companies include three of Fortune

500’s 10 largest IT services providers—EDS, Affiliated

Computer Services and Perot Systems—and the second largest

U.S. semiconductor maker—Texas Instruments.

The latest payroll data show that Dallas–Fort Worth

has the nation’s second largest telecom sector and the

fourth largest computer and electronics manufacturing sector.

In 2007, Dallas–Fort Worth ranked fourth among U.S.

cities in computer programmers, fifth in computer systems

engineers and sixth in electrical engineers.

With 63,381 high-tech employees, the Austin area had

the nation’s eighth largest computer and electronics manufacturing

industry and its seventh largest pool of computer

scientists in 2007. Among the area’s top tech employers are

Dell Computer, IBM and Freescale Semiconductor.

Going into the current slowdown, both metros’ hightech

employment had been growing significantly faster

than the national average. During 2006, high-tech sectors

expanded by 5.1 percent in Austin and 3.5 percent in Dallas–

Fort Worth, eclipsing the nation’s 2.7 percent.
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