EPA: Dallas-Fort Worth one of top markets for energy-efficient buildings 

Dallas-Fort Worth is one of the top markets in the country for energy-efficient buildings. 

The D-FW area ranks fifth on a list issued Tuesday by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Los Angeles and San Francisco top the list. The ranking is based on the number of buildings that have the EPA's "Energy Star" designation. 

"Energy Star buildings typically use 35 percent less energy and emit 35 percent less greenhouse gases than average buildings," EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson said in a statement. 

Last year, the EPA granted Energy Star standing to 3,300 commercial buildings and manufacturing plants nationwide. 

Those buildings – including schools, hospitals, office buildings, courthouses, grocery stores, retail centers and plants – saved more than $1 billion in utility bills. 

Another recent commercial building study ranked Dallas-Fort Worth as No. 10 in the country in terms of energy and environmentally friendly buildings. 

The study by the University of San Diego found that 20 D-FW commercial buildings with more than 6 million square feet of space were rated for energy savings.

TOP CITIES FOR ENERGY-SAVING BUILDINGS 

	Number of buildings, square footage in millions and estimated cost savings for each market, based on 2008 reports. 

	1. Los Angeles 
	262 
	73.9 
	$87.2 

	2. San Francisco 
	194 
	60.0 
	$83.8 

	3. Houston 
	145 
	58.3 
	$70.6 

	4. Washington, D.C. 
	136 
	42.3 
	$42.2 

	5. Dallas-Fort Worth 
	126 
	32.4 
	$31.9 

	6. Chicago 
	125 
	51.0 
	$42.2 

	7. Denver 
	109 
	30.5 
	$32.9 

	8. Minneapolis-St. Paul 
	102 
	33.2 
	$36.3 

	9. Atlanta 
	97 
	24.0 
	$16.4 

	10. Seattle 
	83 
	22.0 
	$16.3 


Source: The Dallas Morning, March 3, 2009
