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A Message From Our Presenting Sponsor

The incorporation of the Dallas Regional Chamber 100 years ago came at a pivotal
time for the city. In 1909 Dallas was poised to transition from an important trading post
to significant metropolis and national economic engine. In those formative years, area
leaders devised the first long-range plan for roads, rail, development and parks; saw
the establishment of Southern Methodist University, its first university, the location of the
Federal Reserve Bank, and the birth of the oil industry.

In the decades that followed, the expansion of municipal services; utilities; educational
institutions; airports and regional transportation infrastructure; medical facilities; sports
franchises and substantial business investments made Dallas an internationally renowned
and significant force in the global economy.

The Dallas Regional Chamber and its civic and business leaders, both volunteer and
professional, have provided guidance, resources, community advocacy and direction
throughout its century of progress.

As we enter into the next century, our city will face a multitude of challenges and
opportunities. Given the intellectual and infrastructural resources, strong civic leadership
and pro-business environment at state and regional levels, | see enormous potential
for North Texas to expand its position as an influential and positive global economic
leader. As in the past, the Dallas Regional Chamber’s policy, advocacy, community and
economic development programs will be a critical means to achieve these aspirations.

The chamber’s 2009 centennial recognition is a celebration of its contributions to the
growth of our region in years past, present and future. It is also a celebration of the
people behind it who, through a demonstrated commitment to excellence and continuous
improvement, give reason for great optimism for a bright future for North Texans.

Congratulations to generations of volunteers and staff that have made the Chamber a
leader in the growth and success of our region.

Sincerely,

Rich Templeton
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer
Texas Instruments Incorporated
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